
Last weekend we kicked off our year as Liverpool City Region Borough of Culture, and what a way to 

do it! More than 3000 people attended the launch at the World of Glass and witnessed fantastic 

performances and displays from lots of local artists and groups.  

I’d like to thank all those who took part and in particular the World of Glass and Council staff who 

pulled it all together on the day. 

Also in attendance was a delegation from the German city of Stuttgart, celebrating the 75th 

anniversary of our twinning arrangement. In a post-Brexit world, what better time to reaffirm our 

friendship. 

In just a couple of days, among other things they took in the Saints game, had a tour of the growing 

town centre heritage trail with St Helens Rotary, planted a tree in Vera Page Park, saw the Workers’ 

Memorial, attended the Borough of Culture launch, saw the start of the St Helens 10k, and visited 

the Dream with representatives from the Northwest Miners Heritage Association. Not bad for just a 

two night trip! 

It's great seeing St Helens through the eyes of others – we really don’t realise how lucky we are 

sometimes.  

I was reminded of this not just when showing our friends from Stuttgart around, but earlier last 

week when visiting Glass Futures alongside glass industry representatives from across the world. 

The fact they chose to invest here in St Helens is testament to a lot of lobbying and hard work on our 

part – they had other towns and cities begging them to go there.  

But they chose us not just because of how well we made the case, but because our history, location, 

and potential speaks for itself. They’re aware of our town centre regeneration plans; they know 

about our work to deliver social value, to create local jobs and develop the skills modern industries 

need; they see how ambitious we are for our borough’s future. 

There are lots of anniversaries this year, including the 250th anniversary of the British Plate Glass 

Company being established at Ravenhead. It’s incredible to think that St Helens is still leading the 

way after all that time. 

This year is a great chance to look back and be proud, but it’s an even better time to look forward 

and get excited. 

Best wishes to all Star readers. 

 

 

 


