
At Cabinet last week several decisions were taken that will have a big impact in the way some 

council services are run, and the way residents – particularly our most vulnerable – get support. 

There are nearly 500 children and young people in council care here in St Helens Borough and doing 

all we can to give every single child in our borough the best possible start in life is our Labour 

council’s top priority.  

A number of those children in our care are currently housed out of borough, with the costs for this 

rising in recent years. That’s why we’re committing more than £2m capital investment to deliver up 

to 5 new Children’s Residential Homes in our borough over the next 18 months. This will help council 

budgets, and most importantly will help those children and young people who need us to stand up 

for them. 

The new Library Strategy and Delivery Plan is also about helping those who need it most. Councils 

can no longer deliver everything they used to, and protecting the most vulnerable and targeting 

resources is both the moral and the responsible thing to do. 

The proposals suggest ceasing council operation of five libraries, but it’s our hope that community 

groups might come forward and work with us on community asset transfers if that’s what those 

communities want – so they could well all stay open. 

It’s also our intention to create a dedicated Outreach Team to take library services out to the areas 

and people who need them most, to expand the Schools Library Service, digital offer, and Arts in 

Libraries programme, and invest in the much-loved Archive Service too. We’ll also be moving Central 

Library back into the Gamble. 

The seven library buildings we propose to continue operating will become modern hubs with library 

services at their heart, giving us a good geographic spread across the borough and allowing us to 

target services and support - going hand in hand with our mission to tackle inequalities and 

deprivation across the borough. 

It’s not easy, and there will be plenty of chance for debate in the coming weeks through the public 

consultation which runs until 31st July. Check the local press, Council website and social media, or 

visit any library, leisure centre or the Town Hall customer hub for more information. 

Best wishes to all Star readers. 

 

 


