
In last week’s Star I wrote about some of the regeneration projects we are working on, including the 

Gamble, Parkside and our new Inclusive Growth Strategy. The day after submitting my article, there 

was even more good news for the borough! 

On Wednesday we found out that we had been successful in securing £20m Levelling Up funding for 

Earlestown regeneration. This money will support our plans with English Cities Fund to transform the 

historic market square, bring the Town Hall back into use, and improve the rail and transport 

interchange.  

It’s very exciting news, and credit goes to council officers, Cllr Richard McCauley and Cabinet, 

Newton Labour councillors, and Conor McGinn MP for their hard work in putting together the bid. 

Sadly, we were unsuccessful in the bid we submitted for the Gamble, but the £500,000 I wrote about 

last week will pay for the next stage of work and we remain fully committed to delivering a fully 

renovated and improved Gamble for all residents to enjoy.  

Nationally, there were more than 500 applications for Levelling Up funding but only just over 100 

were successful, and I’m disappointed for all those places that missed out. The huge number of bids 

just shows the desperate need for capital investment in infrastructure projects right across the 

country.  

As well as capital, towns and cities also need revenue investment in services. The Levelling Up 

funding – and other pots they’re offering – is a drop in the ocean compared to what local services 

have lost year on year under this government.  

Last week we also welcomed representatives from the Department for Business, Energy and 

Industrial Strategy and the Department for Levelling Up to see for themselves just some of the 

projects underway or in the pipeline, and they heard from ourselves and partners including ECF, 

Town Deal Board Chair John Tabern, Network Space, the World of Glass and Langtree about the 

joined-up and transformational programme we’re working on delivering.  

We’ll continue to do everything we can to attract all available government investment, at the same 

time as making the case for an altogether fairer funding system.  

Best wishes to all Star readers. 

This is a difficult time for many of us. If you need support with your bills, housing, health and 

wellbeing or anything else, please visit www.sthelens/gov.uk/sthelenstogether for all the latest 

advice and information. 
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