
Success isn’t easy, and long term, repeated success is even harder. If you want an insight into how 

it’s achieved you only need to look at what Saints and other local champions like Michael Smith have 

done and the way they go about it. 

Saints were Super League Champions for 1455 days. By any measure that’s an incredible 

achievement and when you think about what’s happened in that time it really brings it home. We’ve 

had 3 prime ministers, a general election, a pandemic, two heads of state and a coronation since 

James Roby lifted the trophy in back in 2019, and of course the squad became World Champions 

with that brilliant win over the now three-time NRL champions Penrith Panthers.  

What Saints have achieved on the pitch is matched only by what they do for our community off it.   

Sadly the title run had to come to an end at some point, but like other Saints fans I’m mourning the 

end of this season more because it means James Roby has played his last game.  

This season he broke the record for most Saints appearances ever. In a full time sport with fewer 

games per season now than in decades gone by, it’s a remarkable accomplishment and surely one 

that will never be beaten. 

He’s played at the top level for 20 years, winning every possible trophy with Saints and lifting them 

all as captain. In my opinion he’s the greatest St Helens player of all time. 

Earlier this year I was honoured to nominate James for Freedom of the Borough. That’s now been 

agreed by full council, and I’m looking forward to a special event in a few weeks time to officially 

present the honour to him and his family. 

If you want to be a champion in anything you need consistency and commitment to the process, you 

never take any wins for granted, and you don’t let losses or outside noise put you off course. That 

doesn’t mean you’ll always win – sometimes, it will just be the other team’s day – but giving the best 

performance you can, with maximum effort, means you can hold your head high.  

Saints and James Roby have done that for years and we’re blessed to have seen it. Bring on next 

season and a new era. 

Best wishes to all Star readers. 


