
As reported elsewhere in this week’s paper, last week the Pride of St Helens Awards took place after 

a year’s absence and as always it was a terrific event. Thank you to the Steve Prescott Foundation, 

the St Helens Star and all the sponsors for making it happen. 

The Council sponsored the Young Sportsperson Award and I had the honour of presenting the prize 

to the outstanding winner Eleanor Cairns. 

The council and our partners at Halton and St Helens Voluntary and Community Action were the 

winners of the Lockdown category for #StHelensTogether. It started as our joint response to the 

pandemic at the start of the first lockdown, coordinating volunteers and providing support to those 

in need of a helping hand. Now it’s grown into something so much bigger, representing the 

compassion, talent and strength in our communities and the potential that exists when we work 

together. 

All the winners of course deserve huge credit, but every single nominee should feel like a winner. 

They represent the very best of us and they should all be extremely proud.  

As a Windle resident and ward councillor I was delighted for Mark Hayes from the Gerard Arms and 

Sharon and Jeff Martindale from Cabbage Hall Allotments that they were shortlisted for the Unsung 

Hero Award – it’s impossible to overstate the positive impact they have on our local area all year 

round and they absolutely deserve this recognition. 

Everyone I’m sure also agrees that Johnny Vegas deserved the main prize, being crowned the Pride 

of St Helens after his efforts during the lockdowns and for all his work putting St Helens on the map. 

Through the pandemic he spent day after day helping to deliver food parcels to residents across the 

borough and he spread so much joy and happiness during a difficult time for everyone. 

I had the pleasure of meeting him recently to discuss some exciting plans for the town and all I can 

say is watch this space! 

The Pride Awards are the perfect antidote to the negativity we sometimes see and hear about St 

Helens, particularly on social media. There are so many brilliant people, businesses and groups here, 

and most other towns would give anything for even a fraction of what we have. We can be so proud 

of our borough. 

Best wishes to all Star readers. 

 


