
All St Helens residents should be able to access reliable, affordable and convenient public transport. 

As regular bus and train users will know, that’s not currently the case - but there’s no reason it 

shouldn’t be if those responsible for transport in the region work together and can be successful in 

winning government support. 

This is a priority for us and so I was delighted this week that both Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater 

Manchester, and Steve Rotheram, Mayor of Liverpool City Region, accepted my invitation to come to 

St Helens Town Hall to talk about their plans for transport here and in the north west. 

Colleagues from Wigan Council, Warrington Council, Merseytravel and Transport for Greater 

Manchester also joined us.  

Since I became leader two years ago we’ve started to hold regular meetings with colleagues from 

Wigan and Warrington because whilst we’re not all part of the same Combined Authority we have so 

much in common and it’s vital that we work together on transport and other issues.  

Both Andy Burnham and Steve Rotheram have set out transformational plans to improve public 

transport in Merseyside and Greater Manchester including proposals for integrated London-style 

networks. I totally support these ambitions – if it’s good enough for London, it’s good enough for us.  

On the agenda of this week’s meeting was how we make sure that residents in places like St Helens, 

Wigan and Warrington can use buses, trains or trams in both regions conveniently, ideally with one 

tap on/tap off ticket.  

We also discussed the feasibility of reopening the St Helens Central and Junction rail link, as well as 

our City Region’s commitment to a new station at Carr Mill and bringing the Merseyrail network to 

St Helens. 

There is already significant investment underway in St Helens, not least a £17.6m pipeline of 

sustainable transport infrastructure work due to be delivered by March 2023 that includes major 

enhancements at Lea Green Station. A state-of-the-art bus station in the heart of St Helens Town 

Centre and a new transport hub in Earlestown are also both key parts of our town centre 

regeneration plans. 

It’s great for St Helens to be organising and hosting meetings like this week’s and we’re determined 

to be at the heart of ongoing discussions, fighting for the improvements residents want to see. 

Best wishes to all Star readers. 

 


