
Congratulations to the Saints women’s team on winning the Challenge Cup in style last weekend. 

There’s nothing better than seeing Saints lift a trophy! 

It was a terrific match and a brilliant advert for the women’s game on national TV. 

Jodie Cunningham and her team played superbly and I know from seeing the reaction on social 

media and in the press that they’ve inspired young girls and women everywhere. I’ve no doubt the 

women’s game will continue to go from strength to strength and rightly so. 

Congratulations as well to the men’s team who deservedly reached Wembley after a tough semi-

final against Hull. Like every other fan I’m desperate to see us lift the men’s cup again after so long, 

and I know the players and club staff feel the same. It should be a cracking final against Castleford, 

and it won’t be easy, but I’ve no doubt we can do it – hopefully with thousands of Saints fans being 

able to cheer the lads on in person! 

Last week was National Volunteers Week, and what better reason to celebrate and thank all those 

who give their time, experience and kindness to help others.  

In St Helens more than 1700 volunteers supported more than 32,000 vulnerable residents through 

the pandemic, and hundreds continue to support neighbours, charities, groups, sports teams, and 

activities right across the borough all year round. 

As a Council we want to do all we can to support the voluntary sector and the amazing and vital 

work it does, and that’s why we’ve made it a key part of our Borough Strategy, and why we’ve 

worked with partner organisations to develop a brand new Voluntary Sector Strategy. It’s what St 

Helens Together is all about – working in collaboration with residents, charities, businesses and 

groups to make our borough the best it can be.  

One great example of the power of volunteering is the Great British Spring Clean which has been 

taking place in the last couple of weeks. 

Led by Keep Britain Tidy, the event has been encouraging people across the country to tackle litter in 

their communities, in the hope that by the summer everyone can enjoy a cleaner, greener, litter-free 

environment. 

Of course, the best way to keep our neighbourhoods tidy is not to drop litter in the first place. 

There’s absolutely no excuse – if you can’t find a bin, take it home with you and dispose of it 

properly.  

Throughout the Great British Spring Clean campaign and all year round the council will continue to 

lend its support by providing litter pickers and orange bin bags to local volunteers, as well as 

arranging for the waste to be collected from agreed times and locations that are accessible to 

vehicles.  

Thank you to all those volunteers who have taken part in the campaign, and to volunteers 

everywhere who do so much all year round to improve the lives of residents and our communities. 

Best wishes to all Star readers. 

 

 

 


