
Last week we had the confirmation that our borough will host a mass vaccination centre. The Totally 

Wicked Stadium was first identified as a potential site in December and while it has been used for 

vaccinations for those contacted by their GP since then, from this week all those contacted by the 

NHS will be able to book their vaccinations there. 

It was great to see the stadium and St Helens get coverage in the national media on Monday and to 

read in reports on the Star website comments from the first to be vaccinated, including Mrs Sarah 

Platt, 83, who said “This is a really big thing for St Helens, and I feel quite emotional to be a part of 

it.” Well said Mrs Platt, and best wishes to you and your husband. 

When running at full capacity the site will be able to vaccinate thousands of people every week, and 

every vaccination brings us all one step closer to the return of some normality.  

People will be contacted by the NHS in priority order, so look out for a letter or a text message which 

will give you the information you need to book in at Saints. 

Testing remains an important part of our fight against the virus, and it’s been great to see tens of 

thousands of tests taken by residents at our community testing sites since they opened before 

Christmas at St Mary’s Market and in Haydock and Sutton. 

These sites continue to be open from 8.30am to 6pm Monday to Friday, and 10am to 3pm on 

Saturdays and Sundays, but we’re now prioritising them for keyworkers, people who can’t work 

from home, people attending education, and unpaid carers as these groups are more likely to be 

mixing with a greater number of people.   

To find out more about the community testing and prioritisation please visit 

www.sthelens.gov.uk/letsgettested, and remember that if you have Covid-19 symptoms you must 

self-isolate and book a test online at www.gov.uk/coronavirus. Thank you to everyone following the 

rules and looking after each other through this.  

Very best wishes to all Star readers. 

http://www.sthelens.gov.uk/letsgettested
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

